The Coming Civilization
destroy freedom of will." This is the direct opposite
of the rational standpoint, which claims thai
persuasion rather than force must be the means o
imparting truth; rationalism, moreover, assumes alsc
that an intelligent man will use only those argument
which he himself believes to be true.
If, on the Nazi principle, you must work by force
someone must use the force. The revolt from reasor
accordingly takes the political form of a nationalis
aristocracy, for the man who argues that the elec
should rule the earth always goes on to proclaim tha
he is one of the elect. The German, therefore, present
himself as the pure Aryan, the perfect man, born t<
conquer and control the barbarian races.
It is obviously impossible to reason with peopl<
who hold that force is preferable to reason, that wai
is a manly exercise, that woman's duty is to give
birth to baby warriors, and that truth is not objectiv(
reality but that doctrine which the aristocracy orde]
people to believe; but it is possible to argue whethe:
Nazi Germans are the elect.
If the world were converted to the creed of Nazisrr
it would follow that every nation would maintau
that it was the chosen race, and therefore an exis*
tence of perpetual conflict would be inevitable
The test of racial superiority would be that o
military efficiency. The nation which could mos
completely exterminate by poison gas the civiliai
population of its opponents would have establishec
its claim to be the perfect aristocracy.
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